Emelita Bernal Pacada
May 8, 1952 - July 23, 2025

In Loving Memory of Emelita B. Pacada
May 1952 — July 2025

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Emelita, a beloved
wife, mother, grandmother, sister, and friend, who peacefully entered eternal
rest at the age of 73.

Emelita, fondly known as Mely, was born in Codoog, Narvacan, llocos Sur,
Philippines. She grew up in a small village rich in faith, tradition, and
community—values she carried with her throughout her life. Even as a young
girl, she displayed quiet strength, a heart for service, and a soul that uplifted
others. Her kindness was never loud but deeply felt by everyone who knew
her.

She immigrated to the United States with courage rooted in love—for her
family and the future she envisioned. Emelita earned her associate’s degree
at Reedley Community College and went on to serve as a registrar for over
two decades in the California State Community College system. She was
widely regarded as a subject matter expert and admired for her diligence,
integrity, and positive attitude. She gave every task dignity and purpose out of
discipline and care, never for recognition.



Yet her most significant work was never found behind a desk—it was in the
home she built and the family she nurtured. Emelita was a devoted and loving
wife, whose unwavering love for her husband was the foundation of her life.
She stood faithfully by his side through every triumph and trial, offering
strength, encouragement, and unconditional support.

As a mother, she raised her two sons with the same values of faith and
perseverance. Both proudly answered the call to military service—one in the
U.S. Army and the other in the U.S. Air Force—serving a combined 40 years.
She also welcomed her daughters-in-law with open arms, embracing them
fully as her own daughters. Her love and acceptance made them feel deeply
valued and genuinely part of the family.

As a grandmother to five beautiful grandchildren, Emelita’s love was
boundless. She had a way of making each child feel like the most important
person in the world, whether through her warm hugs, comforting voice, or
joyous laughter. She was their safe place, their cheerleader, and their
guardian angel long before she earned her wings.

Emelita’s love for her two brothers also endured throughout her life. Distance
and time never diminished her devotion. Her relationships were rooted in
action and loyalty—she never gave up on family.

A gifted cook and gardener, she expressed love through the simple yet
profound act of nurturing. Her kitchen was her sanctuary, where the scent of
simmering soups and garlic in the pan filled her home with warmth. Her
garden flourished under her care, a reflection of how she approached life—
with patience, dedication, and a desire to bring beauty into the world.

Emelita was also deeply devoted to her Catholic faith. She didn’t just attend
church; she served in it. She volunteered as a scripture reader, delivering the



Word of God with clarity, reverence, and quiet authority. She lived the Gospel
daily through humility, generosity, and an unwavering commitment to helping
others.

She gave without asking, forgave without condition, and loved without limits.
She held families together, kept traditions alive, and turned ordinary moments
into sacred memories.

Emelita’s passing leaves an immeasurable void, but her spirit lives on in the
hearts of those who love her. We hear her in our prayers, see her in the smiles
of her grandchildren, and feel her presence in the lessons she instilled in us.

As the Book of Proverbs reminds us:
“She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.
Her children arise and call her blessed.”

Today, we rise and call her blessed—for the sacrifices she made, the courage
she carried, the faith she lived, and the unconditional love she shared with her
husband, family, and all who knew her.

Emelita is survived by her loving husband, her two sons and their families, her
cherished daughters-in-law, her five adored grandchildren, her two brothers,
and countless relatives and friends whose lives she touched with warmth and
kindness.

Forever in our hearts, forever our example, and forever loved.



Cemetery Details

St. Peter's Cemetery

264 N. Blythe Avenue
Fresno, CA 93706

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 3. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (PT)

Chapel of the Light

1620 W. Belmont Avenue
Fresno, CA 93728
michael@chapelofthelight.com
http://www.chapelofthelight.com

Recitation of the Holy Rosary

AUG 3. 6:00 PM (PT)

Chapel of the Light

1620 W. Belmont Avenue
Fresno, CA 93728
michael@chapelofthelight.com
http://www.chapelofthelight.com


mailto:michael@chapelofthelight.com
http://www.chapelofthelight.com/
mailto:michael@chapelofthelight.com
http://www.chapelofthelight.com/

Funeral Mass

AUG 4. 10:00 AM (PT)

St. Mary's Queen of the Apostles
4636 W Dakota Ave
Fresno , CA 93722



Tribute Wall

Chapel Of The Light created a Tribute Video in memory of Emelita
Bernal Pacada
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Chapel Of The Light Funeral Home and Mausoleum - August 03, 2025 at 08:36
PM

156 files added to the album LifeTributes

Chapel Of The Light Funeral Home and Mausoleum - August 03, 2025 at 07:41
PM

Sandberg Family purchased the Heavenly Grace
Spray for the family of Emelita Bernal Pacada.

Sandberg Family - August 01, 2025 at 08:53 PM


https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emelita was a cherished member of FCC's Admissions and
Records staff for many years. She had the patience of a saint with
our students and instructors who visited our counter. Her love for
others and her cooking was legendary. Her enthusiasm for helping
when and where ever she could will never be forgotten.

Kimberley Fischer - July 30, 2025 at 01:33 PM



