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Fr. Patrick Joel Davadilla 
 

Patrick Joel Davadilla was born on March 16, 1961, in the busy town of Sta.
Mesa, Manila, Philippines. He was the oldest child of Primo Davadilla Jr. and
his loving wife, Elisa, who later had another son, Ronald, and precious
daughter, Avegale. 

 

At the very young age of 7, Patrick Joel had the uncommon fascination for the
habits (attire) worn by priests, and for the way they conducted Masses. As
was common in many Catholic families in the Philippines, young Joel was
sent to an exclusive boys’ school, the Aquinas School which was run by
Dominicans in San Juan, Manila. 

Toward the end of high school, Joel worked as an apprentice to a chef at an
upscale hotel in Metro Manila. While Joel loved to cook, he felt that there was
something missing in his life. He recalled having a crucifix on his wall, with
Jesus seemingly speaking to him, asking him to try a religious life. He also
vividly recalled responding with a resounding, “Sure!” 

 

At 17, Patrick Joel entered the Christ the King Mission Seminary, in Quezon
City, run by the Society of the Divine Word. In his fourth year at the Seminary,
Patrick Joel’s superiors sent him to Taiwan to study the Chinese culture at a



Jesuit school. This stint prepared him for the next phase of his life. He
became fluent in Mandarin and Cantonese. Soon after completing his
Theology studies and garnering a Master’s Degree at the Fu Jen Catholic
University in New Taipei City, Patrick Joel was ordained on December 17,
1988, in the Philippines. 

As an SVD (Societas Verbi Divini) missionary, his first assignment was in
Hong Kong, where Fr. Joel helped revitalize the Society’s work. He worked
mostly with Filipino migrant parishioners who left their families in the
Philippines for better paying jobs abroad. Fr. Joel managed two parishes and
five Catholic schools. He also served as Christian Superior of Religious
congregations, as well as head of the Philippine Migrants Apostolate of some
350,000 migrant workers. 

As a covert missionary in mainland China from 1982 to 1986, Fr. Joel often
crossed the border from Hong Kong into deeper inland villages and small
cities to spread God’s Word and to celebrate the Mass. This was at the height
of the communist regime’s crackdown on religion. Fr. Joel’s last months in
China were harrowing, to say the least. He eventually was transferred to St.
Louis, Missouri to recover. 

 

It was in 1996 when Fr. Joel became an Associate Pastor at St. Anthony of
Padua Catholic Church in Fresno, California. He had asked to be released
from the Society of Divine Word Missionaries and incardinated as a diocesan
priest under Bishop John T. Steinbock of Fresno. In a short span of time, he
urged the Filipino community to organize the Filipino Catholic League. He
introduced the Filipino traditions of “Salubong” (Easter ritual) and “Simbang
Gabi” (9-day Masses before Christmas) to the greater Fresno community and
beyond. 

Fr. Joel served at St. Patrick’s Church in Merced, St. Joseph’s Church in



Firebaugh, St. Malachy Church in Tehachapi, and finally at Our Lady of the
Sierra Parish (OLSP) in Oakhurst. The mountain communities surrounding
Oakhurst, suited Fr. Joel’s needs and personality well. He enjoyed the pure
mountain air and liked driving through the narrow roads that connected the
three churches of OLSP, St. Dominic Savio in Bass Lake, and St. Joseph the
Worker Catholic Church in North Fork. He also enjoyed the times he was able
to conduct Masses at Yosemite National Park. 

Fr. Joel was preceded in death by his parents Primo and Elisa Davadilla, and
his brother, Ronald. He is survived by his beloved sister, Avegale D. dela Cruz
and her son, Luiz Iñigo D. dela Cruz who both reside in the Philippines. 

 

Fr. Joel loved abundantly. He will be sorely missed by his dear friend and
caregiver , Reverend Roger LeDuc, as well as the countless friends who have
come to love him through all these years. 

In lieu of flowers, remembrances may be offered in Fr. Joel’s honor to the
Loving Hands Care Home, 6229 W. San Carlos Avenue, Fresno, CA 93723. 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE LINKS FOR ONLINE SERVICES 
 

Rosary - https://fb.me/e/2eTuk6X1a 
 

Thursday Night Vigil - https://fb.me/e/3yngmyjQd 
 

Friday Funeral Service - https://fb.me/e/2DZKDuiSK 
 

Tuesday Graveside Committal - (ZOOM) 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82826888066?pwd=bVpxdFB4R3ZrZFhSaHYzK01



vVTUwQT09 
 Meeting ID: 828 2688 8066 

 Passcode: 304483



Cemetery Details

El Carmelo Cemetery

68 Asilomar Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 13. 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM (PT)

Our Lady of the Sierra Catholic Church
40180 Indian Springs Rd.
Oakhurst, CA 93644

Recitation of the Holy Rosary

OCT 13. 1:00 PM (PT)

Our Lady of the Sierra Catholic Church
40180 Indian Springs Rd.
Oakhurst, CA 93644

Visitation

OCT 13. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (PT)

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
5770 N. Maroa Avenue
Fresno, CA 93704



Vigil Service

OCT 13. 7:00 PM (PT)

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
5770 N. Maroa Avenue
Fresno, CA 93704

Funeral Mass

OCT 14. 1:00 PM (PT)

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church
5770 N. Maroa Avenue
Fresno, CA 93704

Committal Services

OCT 18. 11:00 AM (PT)

El Carmelo Cemetery
68 Asilomar Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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October 05, 2022 at 04:54 PM

White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for
the family of Rev. Patrick Joel Davadilla.

Cecilia Valerio Utleg - October 04, 2022 at 11:07 AM

Our sincerest condolences to the family of Father Joel Patrick
Davadilla. May his faithful soul rest in the eternal kingdom of God.
And May God’s comfort and peace be upon those who were left
behind ~~~Utleg family

October 04, 2022 at 09:59 AM

Cherished Memories - All White was purchased
for the family of Rev. Patrick Joel Davadilla.

Jean Floro - October 04, 2022 at 07:49 AM

Jean Floro lit a candle in memory of Patrick
Davadilla

https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=580&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=580&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4285&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapelofthelight.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4285&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


AL

Aly - October 03, 2022 at 05:41 AM

Ninong father, I know we have our ups and downs. I'll always be
thankful for the guidance and providing me school requirements
when I was a kid. No more pain you can rest easy now. kungkung


